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Using the IPA to Guide Instruction Theme Topic Essential Question

Level 1
Personal and Public 
Identities

Global Citizenship Who am I? Who are you?

Global Challenges Schooling around the World
What role does school play 
in our lives?

Family & Communities Family & Friends
How are we connected to 
others?

Contemporary Life All Work & No Play
How does where I live 
influence what I do?

Global Challenges Consumerism
What type of consumer am 
I?

Contemporary Life Vacation Time What is an ideal vacation?

Barkpost.com

Global Citizenship

Schooling around 
the World

Family & Friends

All Work & No Play

Consumerism

Vacation Time

Barkpost.com

Barkpost.com
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The Culture Triangle

Products                                                                        Practices

Perspectives

Products — Practices — Perspectives

Image: www.flickr.com/photos/swperman/159582243/sizes/m/

Sample Can Do:
I can ask and answer questions about what I and others 

do with friends and family. 

I live in a house. 

In the mind In context

http://www.newsouthclassics.com/index.php?id=575

In contextIn the mind

Image credits: Imaginachina/Rex Features
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•Using images to 
communicate 
meaning

•Using images as a 
springboard to 
communication

Learn to see, 
see to learn.

Importance of Authentic Texts

• Real-world
• Culture rich
• Models of correct 

language

Authentic Text – text written by 
speakers of the target language 
for speakers of the language

How do I make the students work harder than me?

How do I capture the interest of the learner?

1. What is going 
on in this 
picture?

2. What do you 
see that makes 
you say that?

3. What more 
can we find? 

Visual Understanding in Education
vtshome.org

vue.org

Lead with Culture

Ready to go to the 
beach for a day?
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Degree of 
Retention

Time in Minutes

Primacy-Recency
We learn best what we learn first and last.

Adapted from Sousa

Gain Attention /
Activate Prior

Knowledge

Provide Input

Elicit Performance / 
Provide Feedback

Brainstorming

Procedure:

Sample Can Do:
I can talk about what I am going to do on a day of 

vacation. 

Read and/or listen 

Talk about it

Write/speak 
about it

• How can you best use this text 
in the interpretive mode?

•What interpersonal
conversation would students be 
likely to have on this topic?

•What might students do in the 
presentational mode as a way 
of making learning more 
concrete?

Read and/or listen 

Talk about it

Write/speak 
about it

• Multiple repetition in 
context (up to 20 times)

• Allows for word analysis –
how do you know what this 
word means, context clues, 
prefixes, etc. 

• Allows students to build 
understanding of the new 
word and demonstrate 
understanding by using it in 
the productive skills

Impact on Vocabulary Development

Sample Can Dos:
I can ask and answer questions about where I live.

I can say how I am different.

Sample Can Do:
I can name and locate the continents.
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Sample Can Do:
I can name and locate the continents.

Sample Can Do:
I can say how I am like and different from the world’s 

population. 

Sample Can Do:
I can say how I am like and different from the world’s 

population. 

Les Américains ne                     pas de bises. feraient?????

Compare class results 
to target culture…

Sample Can Do:
I can ask and 

answer questions 
about likes and 

dislikes related to 
music.

Sample Can Do:
I can describe myself. Schooling Around the World

What role does school play in our lives?
Schooling Around the World
What role does school play in our lives?
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Sample Can Do:
I can say what I like/don’t like to do.

Family and Friends
How are we connected to others?

Sample Can Do:
I can describe my family.
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Sample Can Do:
I can describe 

pets. 

Sample Can Do:
I can say what 

good friends do.

Sample Can Do:
I can say why some groups are like family.
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http://www.cirquedusoleil.com/fr/home/about-us/at-a-glance.aspx

Contemporary Life: All Work and No Play 
How does where I live influence what I do?

Explain the images found in the article…. Que font-ils cet été ? Abass, 7 ans, Sénégalais

Voici Abass, un Sénégalais de 7 ans qui habite à Dakar, 
la capitale du Sénégal. Il parle le wolof, la langue la plus 
courante au Sénégal. Mais il maîtrise aussi très bien le 
français. Dans son pays, les vacances durent trois mois: 
la chance!

Here’s Abass, a Senegalese who is 7 years old who lives 
in Dakar, capital of Senegal. He speaks Wolof, the most 
common language in Senegal. But he also speaks 
French very well. In his country, the holidays last three 
months: luck!

http://1jour1actu.com/monde/que-font-ils-cet-ete-abass-7-ans-senegalais-65837/ 

Abass, est-ce que tu as des vacances cet été ?
Oui, mes vacances durent 3 mois. De juillet à septembre. C'est 
pareil pour la plupart des enfants sénégalais.

Que fais-tu pendant ces vacances ?
Comme toutes les vacances, je vais chez ma mémé qui habite à 
deux minutes de chez moi. Là-bas, c'est bien car il y a aussi mes 
cousins et mes cousines et on fait plein de jeux. On se lève vers 
9 heures, on regarde des dessins animés en attendant que ma 
mémé prépare le petit déjeuner. Après, je me lave, je m'habille, 
et avec mes cousins, on va au cours de Coran (Abass est 
musulman). C'est obligatoire. Au retour, on se lave les mains, 
on déjeune et on fait une petite sieste. Puis, on joue, on dîne et 
le soir, je reste un peu avec les adultes au salon où je finis par 
m'endormir.

http://1jour1actu.com/monde/que-font-ils-cet-ete-abass-7-ans-senegalais-65837/ 

Abass, do you have a vacation this summer?

What do you do during the holidays?

http://1jour1actu.com/monde/que-font-ils-cet-ete-abass-7-ans-senegalais-65837/ 
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Quel 
est le 

problème?

https://vimeo.com/133985448

Combien d’enfants travaillent?
Où est-ce que les enfants travaillent?

How many children work? Where do they work?

68 MILLIONS D’ENFANTS AU 
TRAVAIL DANS LE MONDE
Dans les champs, dans les mines ou 
l’industrie, ce sont encore des 
millions d’enfants, 168 selon l’OIT, 
qui travaillent, dans des conditions 
souvent dangereuses, au lieu d’aller 
à l’école. Un fléau qui doit être 
combattu par les gouvernements, 
mais aussi les entreprises, qui 
peuvent être exposées via des 
chaînes d’approvisionnement de 
plus en plus complexes.

Le travail dans la rue est particulièrement risqué pour les enfants, car il 
peut les mettre en contact avec des personnes dangereuses. Ce petit 
garçon vend des ballons dans la rue d'une ville du Laos, en Asie. (© iStock)

http://www.1jour1actu.com/monde/journee-travail-enfants-85257/
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http://www.1jour1actu.com/monde/journee-travail-enfants-85257/

Porter de lourdes charges est dangereux pour la santé des enfants, car 
cela peut perturber leur croissance. Cette jeune Congolaise (Afrique) 
rentre du travail des champs en portant un fardeau qui semble bien 
lourd pour elle. (© iStock)

Extend to other modes - Presentational

Create role play cards. Have 
students do an image search. 
They may discover some 
facts, but if not, they invent 
the identity of the child. For 
each card, include:
• Name of child
• Their age
• Where they live
• What they do – work, 

play, school
• A reason for what they do
• What they want/don’t 

want to do in the future

Extend to other modes - Interpersonal

Distribute role play cards at random. 
Initially, students would see the card 
and would talk with a partner asking 
and answering questions to find out 
what they might have in common. 
They should not show the card to 
their partner. 

Students can also play Headbanz 
with their card. They would ask a 
question at a time to find out what 
they can about their identify based 
on the picture other students see. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7aQInsH6cc

Sample sentences:
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What is the story?
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=d7aQInsH6cc

Have students create a 
personal statement with 
image. Then, use in class 
next day for inner/outer 
circle activity as students ask 
and answer questions to 
guess what their partner 
said. 

Interpersonal

Teacher reads aloud, looks thoughtful. 
Teacher has a few of his/her favorite 
things and begins looking at labels. 
Reads labels aloud in target language 
and locates on world map. 

Students do the same for one item that 
they have with them. 

Introduce question “Where is your (item)  
from….? and introduce answer pattern. 
Students circulate asking and answering 
question for different items. 

Presentational

J’ai une assiette qui 
vient de Quimper en 
Bretagne…..

J’ai un ordinateur qui 
vient de Chine….

Presentational

ACTFL Integrated Performance Assessment

Interpretive
Students listen to, read and / or view an authentic 

text and answer information as well as 
interpretive questions to assess comprehension.
The teacher provides students with feedback on 

performance. 

Interpersonal
After receiving feedback 

students engage in 
communication about a 

particular topic which relates to 
the interpretive text. 

Presentational
Students engage in the presentational 

mode by sharing their 
research/ideas/opinions. Samples 
presentational formats: speeches, 

drama, skits, radio broadcasts, posters, 
brochures, essays, websites, etc. 
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Conociendo Costa Rica Vacation Time — Why travel?

Strong 
Performance

10 9

Meets
Expectations

8

Approaches 
Expectations

7

Minimal 
Performance

6

How well am I understood?

I am easily understood. My 
errors in speaking are minor 
and do not interfere with 

communication.

I am understood most of the 
time. I may need to repeat 
or reword occasionally. My 

errors in speaking do not 
interfere with 
communication.

I am difficult to understand 
at times. I may ask for help 
expressing ideas. Some 

errors may interfere with 
communication.

I am extremely difficult to 
understand. I repeat 
frequently. My errors 

interfere with 
communication.

How involved am I in the 
conversation?

I ask a variety of relevant 
questions to keep the 
conversation going. I 

respond to questions and/or 
add follow-up comments. I 
encourage others to 

participate.

I ask relevant questions to 
keep the conversation 
going. I respond to 

questions and/or make a 
follow-up comment. I am an 
equal participant in 

conversation.

I ask a few relevant 
questions. I give simple or 
minimal answers to 

questions.

I ask random questions that 
may or may not be on topic. 
My participation is  minimal.

How easily do I deliver my 
thoughts?

My conversation flows with 
few pauses.

I pause but my hesitations 
seem natural. I complete my 
thoughts.

I hesitate often and pauses 
are awkward. I have few or 
no incomplete thoughts.

My speech is slow and 
halting; long pauses may 
occur.  I struggle to 

complete or do not 
complete thoughts.

How do I demonstrate that 
I can correctly use the new 
vocabulary from the unit?

I successfully use many new 
words and personal 
vocabulary related to the 

unit. I elaborate to complete 
the task.

I successfully use new words 
related to the unit to 
complete the task.

I successfully use a few of 
the new words related to 
the unit to partially 

complete the task.

I rely on simple and very 
familiar vocabulary to 
partially complete the task.

What cultural knowledge 
and understandings do I 
share?

I add relevant information 
about the target culture. I 
use cultural gestures and/or 

expressions appropriately.

I refer to relevant 
information about the 
target culture. I may use 

cultural gestures and/or 
expressions appropriately.

I make limited or no 
references to the target 
culture. I may use a cultural 

gesture or expression.

I respond only from the 
personal point of view or my 
own perspective.

Vacation Time — Why vacation?

Strong 
Performance

10 9

Meets
Expectations

8

Approaches 
Expectations

7

Minimal 
Performance

6

Am I understood?

My writing is clearly 
understood; the reader 
understands the writer’s 
intent without extra 
effort. Errors do not 
interfere with message. 
Good to consistent control 
of structure(s) studied in 
the unit.

My writing is generally 
understood; but reader 
may have to occasionally 
reread a phrase or 
sentence to understand. 
Errors do not interfere 
with message. 
Partial control of 
structure(s) studied in the 
unit.

My writing is generally 
understood, but the 
reader may have to be 
willing to make a guess or 
reread to understand. 
Errors occur and do cause 
some confusion for the 
reader. Inappropriate or 
inconsistent use of studied 
structure(s).

My writing is extremely 
difficult to understand; 
Errors interfere with 
communication. Minimal 
or no use of studied 
structure(s).

How rich is my 
vocabulary?

I use a wide variety of 
familiar vocabulary, 
correctly and 
appropriately incorporate 
new expressions from the 
current unit of study. I 
include personal 
vocabulary. 

I use a variety of familiar 
vocabulary, correctly and 
appropriately incorporate 
a few new expressions 
from the current unit of 
study.

I use simple, familiar 
vocabulary, correctly; and 
I may use a few new 
expressions from the 
current unit of study.

I rely on simple and very 
familiar vocabulary.

How well do I complete 
the task? 

I complete each part of 
the task adding some  
details beyond given 
expectations.   

I complete each part of 
the task.

I complete most of the 
task.   

I complete some of the 
task, but key components 
are missing. 

Ma vie au soleil
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Ma vie au soleil

Watch sound off, generate a list of possible words 
and phrases. Read script, circle any words on your 
list or similar to those on your list, write possible 
title. View again. Expand list of vocabulary based 
on video. 
Give each student an image from video or related 
to vacation. Use inner-outer circles. Tell students 
to ask and answer questions about the images 
they hold and talk until they find something in 
common. Rotate.

Create a padlet or use post-its to allow students to 
post sentences showing what they like to do on 
vacation. 

Turisto o Viajero?
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• Movilización
• Alojamiento
• A la hora de 

sacar fotos
• Lista de cosas 

por hacer
• El camino a 

seguir…
• Equipaje

http://www.upsocl.com/mas-vistos/las-14-grandes-
diferencias-entre-un-turista-y-un-verdadero-viajero/

image: imgkid.com/world-peace-day-pictures.shtml

It can be difficult for us to  
grasp that people shaped by 

other cultures will see and 
respond to the world 

differently than we do. The 
consequences of this cultural 

blindness can be dire. 

Hilary Dack and Carol Ann Tomlinson 

Laura Terrill
lterrill@gmail.com

lterrillhamden.wikispaces.com


